Truancy Advisory 
Parents and Students
Rights and Responsibilities

You are hereby notified of the following rights and responsibilities as it relates to the truancy of you / your child:

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, MINN. STAT. §260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other reasonable means, of the following:

1. that the child is truant;

2. that the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid excuse for the child’s absences;

3. that the parent/guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the child at school pursuant to MINN. STAT. §120A.22 and the parents/guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under MINN. STAT. §120A.34;

4. that this notification serves as the notification required by MINN. STAT. §120A.34;

5. that alternative education programs and services may be available in the district;

6. that the parent/guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

7. that if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject to juvenile court proceedings under MINN. STAT. CH. 260C;

8. that if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege pursuant to MINN. STAT. §260C.201; and

9. that it is recommended that the parent/guardian accompany the child to school and attend classes with the child for one day.

The following definitions may be helpful in understanding this notice:
Continuing Truant:
 A child who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of MINN. STAT. §120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a School, as defined in MINN. STAT. §120A.05, without valid excuse (as outlined herein) within a single year for:  three days if the child is in elementary school or three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school, junior high school or high school. There is nothing in this statute preventing a school district from notifying a truant child’s parent/guardian of the child’s truancy or otherwise addressing a child’s attendance problems prior to the child becoming a continuing truant.   See MINN. STAT. §260A.02, subd. 3.

 
Habitual Truant:
 A child under the age of 16 years who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on seven school days if the child is in middle school, junior high school or high school, or a child who is 16 or 17 years of age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school under MINN. STAT. §120A.22, subd. 8. See MINN. STAT. §260C.007, subd. 19.
 
Juvenile Officer Notice:
Under MINN. STAT. §260C.143, Subd. 1 a peace officer who has probable cause to believe that a child is a habitual truant may issue a notice to the child to appear in juvenile court.  The parents are also summoned and notified of the hearing under MINN. STAT. §260C.143 Subd. 3.  Under MINN. STAT. §260C.148, a peace officer or probation officer who has probable cause to believe that a child is absent from school without lawful excuse, consistent with MINN. STAT. §120A.22 subd. 5 & 8, may:

1. transport the child to the child’s house and deliver the child to the custody of the child’s parent/guardian;

2. transport the child to the child’s school of enrollment and deliver the child to the custody of a school superintendent or teacher;

3. transport the child to a truancy services center;

4. transport the child from the child’s home to the child’s school of enrollment or to a truancy service center.

Truancy Petition:
 Juvenile petition brought by the County Attorney when a child is 16 or 17 years of age, has seven unexcused absences, and is referred by the school.

 

CHIPS Petition:
The school refers a child to Koochiching County Social Services when a child has received ten unexcused absences on the basis of educational neglect and/or habitually truant.

