KOOCHICHING COUNTY ATTORNEY

TRUANCY POLICY
 
            The Koochiching County Attorney’s Office, Koochiching County Community Services, and the School Districts believe that regular school attendance is directly related to success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for important communications between teachers and students and establishes regular habits of dependability important to the future of the student.  The purpose of this policy is to encourage regular school attendance, and if necessary compulsory attendance. 

Early intervention by School Districts is imperative to inhibit truancy by students. The School Districts will make available every resource to assist the child in dealing with this issue.  It is expected that Parents/Guardians will be a key component in the truancy intervention by School Districts, as well as school social workers, social services, juvenile officers, the juvenile probation agent, and school staff.
This policy will provide consistency among the School Districts within Koochiching County; require early intervention for the students who are truant; and require the use of various services by School Districts to assist truant students before a referral is made to the County Attorney and/or Koochiching County Community Services for action.  It is recognized that students transfer among the School Districts. Implementing this policy will require that the student attendance records transfer with the students academic records. It is also recognized that each school has a truancy policy in place in their respective schools.  The goal of this policy is to outline the expectations of the Koochiching County Attorney’s Office and Koochiching County Community Services on Truancy referrals in order to provided consistency among all School Districts within Koochiching County.

I.  EXCUSED ABSENCES
 

            The following are considered reasons for excused absences from school and will not be considered truant:
1. Illness

a) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
2. A death in the student’s immediate family or a close friend or relative.
3. Medical or dental treatment.
4. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.
5. Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week or religious holiday.
6. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.        
7. Official school field trip or other school sponsored outing.
8. Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension.
a) Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences; and

b) Students will be permitted to complete make-up work.
9. Personal absence to conduct business that cannot be taken care of outside the normal school day:
a) out of town business

b) personal family business

c) campus visits

d) attendance at out of town events
10. Family vacations: the school office must be notified in advance in writing so student work is requested before the trip.  It is strongly recommended that any missed assignments be completed and turned in to teachers, upon the student’s return.
11. Driver’s education absences.

                        

II UNEXCUSED ABSENCES
                                              
The following are considered unexcused absences and will be considered truant:  
1. Truancy.  Any absence by a student which was not approved by the parent and/or the school district.
2. Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any reporting requirements of the school district’s attendance procedures.
3. Hair appointments.
4. Tanning sessions.
5. Skip day.
6. Work at home.
7. Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work release program.
8. Vacations with family not in accordance with the reporting requirements of the school district.
9. Attendance procedures.
10. Excessive personal trips to post-secondary schools.

 

III. DEFINITIONS
 

School:
A school means a public school, as defined in section 120A.05, subdivisions 9, 11, 13, 17.

 
Continuing Truant:
 A child who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of MINN. STAT. §120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a School, as defined in MINN. STAT. §120A.05, without valid excuse (as outlined herein) within a single year for:  three days if the child is in elementary school or three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school, junior high school or high school. There is nothing in this statute preventing a school district from notifying a truant child’s parent/guardian of the child’s truancy or otherwise addressing a child’s attendance problems prior to the child becoming a continuing truant.   See MINN. STAT. §260A.02, subd. 3.
Reporting Responsibility:


When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, MINN. STAT. §260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other reasonable means, of the following:

1. that the child is truant;

2. that the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid excuse for the child’s absences;

3. that the parent/guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the child at school pursuant to MINN. STAT. §120A.22 and the parents/guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under MINN. STAT. §120A.34;

4. that this notification serves as the notification required by MINN. STAT. §120A.34;

5. that alternative education programs and services may be available in the district;

6. that the parent/guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

7. that if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject to juvenile court proceedings under MINN. STAT. CH. 260C;

8. that if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege pursuant to MINN. STAT. §260C.201; and

9. that it is recommended that the parent/guardian accompany the child to school and attend classes with the child for one day.
 
Habitual Truant:
 A child under the age of 16 years who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on seven school days if the child is in middle school, junior high school or high school, or a child who is 16 or 17 years of age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school under MINN. STAT. §120A.22, subd. 8. See MINN. STAT. §260C.007, subd. 19.
 
Juvenile Officer Notice:
Under MINN. STAT. §260C.143, Subd. 1 a peace officer who has probable cause to believe that a child is a habitual truant may issue a notice to the child to appear in juvenile court.  The parents are also summoned and notified of the hearing under MINN. STAT. §260C.143 Subd. 3.  Under MINN. STAT. §260C.148, a peace officer or probation officer who has probable cause to believe that a child is absent from school without lawful excuse, consistent with MINN. STAT. §120A.22 subd. 5 & 8, may:
1. transport the child to the child’s house and deliver the child to the custody of the child’s parent/guardian;

2. transport the child to the child’s school of enrollment and deliver the child to the custody of a school superintendent or teacher;

3. transport the child to a truancy services center;

4. transport the child from the child’s home to the child’s school of enrollment or to a truancy service center.
 

Excused Absence:
An absence for which the school recognizes as a valid reason to be away from school. 
 
Unexcused Absence:
An absence for which the school does not recognize as a valid excuse to be away from school.

 

Parent:
A parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of a child under 18 years of age.

 

Student:
A child between the ages of seven and 16 years of age who by MINN. STAT. §120A.22, Subd. 5 must receive instruction. A child between the ages of 16 and 18 who has not withdrawn from school, as outlined in MINN. STAT. §120A.22 subd. 8.
 

County Attorney:
 The locally elected officer who represents the State and County in prosecution of violations of Minnesota statutes.

 

Truancy Petition:
 Juvenile petition brought by the County Attorney when a child is 16 or 17 years of age, has seven unexcused absences, and is referred by the school.

 

CHIPS Petition:
The school will refer a child to Koochiching County Social Services when a child has received ten unexcused absences on the basis of educational neglect and/or habitually truant.

 

Documentation:
A referral from the school for either a truancy petition or a CHIPS petition must be accompanied by documentation as to what steps the school has taken to divert the matter from court proceedings.  Documentation can include:  meetings between student, parents and school, social service intervention, using the juvenile officer and probation agent, referrals for counseling, contracts between the student and school, and any other methods used to keep the child in school.

 
IV. TRUANCY POLICY
 

1. STEP ONE:  After three (3) unexcused periods for High School, Middle School, and A.L.C., and days for elementary.  When a child has three unexcused absences the child is considered continuing truant, which is not a violation of the law but warrants the school to begin an intervention process.  School personnel (teacher?) will make contact with the parent/guardian as such:

a. Telephone

b. Letter

c. Visit
d. See also Reporting Responsibility under Continuing Truant above.

It is expected that the School Districts will record every student absence, with the parents being notified in writing after each unexcused absence.  

2. STEP TWO: After seven (7) unexcused periods for High School, Middle School, and ALC, and days for elementary.  When a child has seven or more unexcused absences, they are considered habitual truants and are in violation of MINN. STAT. §260C.007, subd. 19.

a. The case is reviewed by a team to be established by each School District (or county wide Family Collaborative team) for intensive intervention.

b. A letter is sent to the parent/guardian of the child notifying them to attend a meeting with school officials, program coordinator, social services representatives, child, parent, etc.

c. The meeting coordinator facilitates the contract meeting with parents, school officials, social services, juvenile officers, etc.

i. The purpose of the meeting is explained to the parent and child;
ii. The Consequences of being truant are outlined;
iii. A Contract is signed by all parties in attendance ;
iv. Review dates are set.
3. STEP THREE: After ten (10) unexcused periods for High School, Middle School, ALC, and days for elementary.  If there is no improvement in attendance and other related behaviors, a referral will be made for educational neglect and/or truancy and/or CHIPS.  The referral decision will be made jointly by school officials and the Koochiching County Community Services designee assigned to the school district.  A designated school official will send the following to Koochiching County Community Services:
a. Truancy request form;

b. Copy of all notices sent to parents and the dates sent;

c. Copy of the child’s attendance record;

d. All documentation regarding the attempted intervention by the School District.
4. Educational Neglect:  Koochiching County Community Services may file educational neglect charges against the parent if the child is twelve years of age or younger and has ten unexcused absences.

5. 16 Year Olds: The School official will report to the Koochiching County/ International Falls Juvenile Officers of seven unexcused periods from school.  The case will go immediately to the County Attorney’s office for a Truancy Petition.  

 

It is understood that the County Attorney’s Office and the juvenile justice system are to be used as a last resort for truants.  Through early intervention by the School Districts, parents, and community resources, it is anticipated that most truancy issues will be addressed, thereby preventing court intervention.
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