TRUANCY TRENDS
Chronic truancy has been clearly identified as one of the early warning signs of students headed for other problems such as substance abuse, delinquent activity, teen pregnancy, and school drop out.  Students who start to appear in court as truants also tend to reappear a few years later on more serious charges.

Data from the 2000 census shows that high school dropouts had only a 52% employment rate in 1999, compared to 71% for high school graduates, and 83% for college graduates.

As of 1997, 41% of prison inmates, and 31% of adult probationers had not graduated from high school or earned a GED, compared with 18% of the general population.  (NCJ 2003)

Courts around the country struggle to enforce truancy laws.  Students who do not attend school regularly do not achieve their academic potential, and report they do not feel any sense of belonging or attachment to school.  Truancy Court addresses these issues by:
1.
Receiving daily feedback from the 


school staff regarding each student’s


academic progress and behavior in

school along with monthly progress reports.
2.
Acknowledging and rewarding positive


student attendance, behavior, and 


academic progress and facilitates


school attachment. 
HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS
The Truancy Court is designed to intervene quickly with students who are not attending school regularly.  When students meet the statutory criteria for truancy, the school sends a petition to Family Services.  All truants will automatically be summoned to appear in Truancy Court within 7-10 days.  The judge will hold monthly court hearings at the Prairie Justice Center or Rock County Courthouse.
The team, led by the judge, meets each month to discuss each participant’s progress and review new referrals.  The team works to identify the reasons for a student’s absence and tries to reduce those barriers.

Students will be required to attend monthly court hearings for approximately 4 months, and may receive continuing care for an additional 5 months as needed.  Parents are expected to attend all hearings.  Students will also receive individualized and intensive supervision from case managers and probation agents.

At the monthly court hearings, the judge discusses with each student their attendance, academic progress, and behavior in school during the past month.  The judge plays the role of enforcer, but also acts as a support and “cheerleader” for the students.  Students are rewarded for positive improvements and will be held accountable for lack of progress.

Upon successful completion of the program, the student may have their charges dismissed and there will be no juvenile court record.  
If a student decides not to participate or is unsuccessfully discharged from the program, the case could be referred back to District Court where consequences may be imposed.  Consequences may include, but are not limited to adjudication.
ROLE OF THE PARENTS
Parents/caregivers are necessary players and are important in the truancy court process.  They are expected to appear with the student for all hearings.  The truancy court team needs their input and wants to support their efforts in getting their child to attend school, make academic progress, and feel attached to their school.

Letters from the Court can be requested to excuse a parent from work in order to attend the hearings.

SERVICES
The Truancy Court team is a multidisciplinary truancy prevention/intervention partnership.  It strives to address root causes of truancy by involving the entire family of the truant child in appropriate wraparound services.  Structured case management and assessments are used to identify and deliver appropriate family services.  After the initial contact with the child and family, Family Services may follow-up with additional help as needed.  If a student and his/her family are struggling with additional concerns such as chemical use, mental health issues, or family turmoil, referrals can be made to the appropriate agencies for services.
TRUANCY COURT PARTNERS
Truancy Court is a collaborative project between ISD#518, ISD# 2184, ISD#511, ISD#514, ISD#516, the judges of the Fifth Judicial District, and the following Rock and Nobles County departments:  Community Corrections, County Attorney, and Family Services.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Truancy Court Team

School Personnel

Fifth Judicial District Court Judge 
Nobles County 507-372-8263

Rock County 507-283-5020

County Attorney Staff

Nobles County 507-295-5298
Rock County 507-283-9111

Community Corrections Staff 
Worthington Office 507-295-5310
Luverne Office 507-283-5077

Family Services Staff
Nobles County 507-295-5213

Rock County 507-283-5070 
School Liaison Officer

Worthington Officer 507-372-2136

Rock Nobles County
Community Corrections
Worthington Location:
1530 Airport Road
PO Box 547
Worthington, MN  56187
Phone:  507- 295-5310
Fax:  507-372- 8393
Luverne Location:
1000 North Blue Mound Avenue
PO Box 762

Luverne, MN 56156

Phone: 507-283-5077

Fax: 507-283-5074
TRUANCY COURT

A program of
Rock Nobles
Community Corrections
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KEEPING STUDENTS 
IN SCHOOL
