Policy for Truancy Petitions


The Aitkin County Attorney’s Office has developed the following list of information that will be required before a truancy petition will be filed by this office, beginning with the 2009-10 school year, as follows:

(1) The child’s full name (first, middle and last), date of birth, and address
; 


(2) The mother’s full name (first, middle, and last), date of birth, and address
;


(3) The father’s full name (first, middle, and last), date of birth, and address
;

(4) Whether the child is known to be Native American
;

(5) The child’s attendance records, including a key for any codes used on the attendance form
; 

(6) Written documentation showing at least two (2) attempts to address the attendance issues with the parent(s), including but not limited to the date of such attempt, a description of what contact was attempted, and the response received
; 

(7) If the student has more than fourteen (14) unexcused absences in the current school year, or if more than thirty (30) days have elapsed since the child had his or her seventh (7th) unexcused absence, a written explanation as to the reason for the delay in reporting the absences and requesting the truancy petition
; and


(8) If the request for truancy petition is sent after April 1, a written description of what educational services may be available or recommended for the student during the summer months
.

Your cooperation with providing the above information should streamline the filing of petitions in the future.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our office.
Sarah Winge, Assistant County Attorney


James Ratz, Aitkin County Attorney

� Required for demographic reasons, but also for the Court’s computer system.


� Required for demographic reasons, but also for the Court’s computer system.


� Required for demographic reasons, but also for the Court’s computer system.


� Required to determine whether the Indian Child Welfare Act applies.


� Required to determine whether the child meets the statutory definition of “habitual truant” as set forth in Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, subd. 19.


� Requested to establish that efforts have been made to engage the parent(s) in resolution of the student’s attendance issues before the matter is brought before the Court.


� Intended to encourage early intervention in truancy matters.


� Requested to assist social services and the Court in recommending services for truancy cases that are filed shortly before the end of the school year.
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