MORRISON COUNTY TRUANCY INTERVENTION PROJECT
 

· MCTIP is a program that shall commence forthwith among all schools in the county, as well in schools whose students reside in Morrison County but attend school in another county.  The MCTIP is designed to improve school attendance by providing early intervention to both students and parents as soon as a child starts missing school in an attempt to prevent habitual truancy.

 

· MCTIP will apply ONLY to those truant juveniles 12 year of age and older.  Truant juveniles under 12 years of age shall continue to be routed through Social Services as potential educational neglect cases.

 

Full Program components include:

 

1. AIM Meeting at four (4) unexcused absences: A continuing truant letter from the school to the family occurs at three (3) unexcused absences.  If the child continues to be truant AFTER the letter is sent, (in other words, a fourth or more unexcused absence), then the school shall notify the Morrison County Attorney's office in writing of this fact and shall enclose a copy of the continuing truancy letter along with any other relevant information that it deems necessary to a full understanding of the situation, including but not limited to attendance records.  The Morrison County Attorney’s office will then forward the information to Program Director Marilyn Keith, and the child and parents will be asked to attend an Attendance Intervention Meeting (AIM) with Marilyn Keith.  (This meeting will take place in the afternoon or evening and will provide an opportunity for the child and parents to gain knowledge of the truancy laws, possible dispositions if a child appears in Court for truancy, and an understanding of the effects that truancy can have on a child’s future.  The child and parents will also be provided with information about services available through Morrison County Social Services.

 

2. Truancy Diversion Program at seven (7) unexcused absences:  The school shall again notify the Morrison County Attorney’s office, this time with a Truancy Referral Form, as before.  If the child meets the threshold for habitual truancy (as defined above and as determined by the Morrison County Attorney), the child and parent are referred to the Truancy Diversion Program (TDP).  The County Attorney sends the paperwork to the TDP Program Director.  The TDP is a modified and shortened version of the full 12 week Juvenile Justice Program and identifies and addresses issues that are preventing the child from attending school and being a successful student.  If the child and parent participate and complete the TDP satisfactorily, the Morrison County Attorney is notified and no further action is taken on the reported truancy.  If the parent and child choose not participate in the TDP, or participate and fail to complete it under criteria as set by the Program Director, the matter is then referred back to the Morrison County Attorney and a Truancy Petition is filed with the Juvenile Court, as outlined below.

